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virilized? What causes the increased adrenal production of androgens at
puberty? Why is aldosterone secretion markedly increased during preg-
nancy? How does cortisol protect against vascular collapse during stress?
These are but a few of the many intriguing questions raised by the dis-
cussants.
There are some errors in the book and one discussant in particular
seemed to have a bad day. The book, of course, does not deal with any
topic in great depth. Nevertheless, as one conversant with the adrenal cor-
tex, I found it pleasant and fascinating reading and heartily recommend it.
PATRICK MULROW
REFLECTIONS ON BIOLOGIC RESEARCH. Edited by Giulio Gabbiani. St.
Louis, Missouri, Warren H. Green, Inc., 1967. 244 pp. $9.00.
"The history of a science is the science itself."-Goethe
A corollary of this thought expressed by Goethe is borne out in reading the
reflections presented in this book commemorating Professor Hans Selye on
the occasion of his 60th birthday-namely, "the history of a science can be
found in the scientists themselves." Dr. Gabbiani has collected essays by
thirty well known biologists which were originally given as short talks
during conferences held by the Institute of Medicine of the University of
Montreal. The strength of this book is that it gives us insight into the
thoughts and circumstances behind the contributions of these men, and
therefore an understanding about the history and development of science.
Each essay is preceded by a portrait and biographical sketch of the con-
tributor, of whom nine have received Nobel prizes; in four instances the
essays are written in French. They vary greatly in quality and interest,
ranging from simple descriptions of what the author considers his im-
portant work to erudite discussions on the philosophy of science. By far
the most interesting essays are those reflections on the motives, expecta-
tions, and realities that direct a scientific career.
The best papers are written with style and enthusiasm, examples of
which are those by Ulf S. von Euler and Humberto Fernandez-Moran.
Both Werner Forssmann and Mauricio Rocha e Silva stress the value of
constant questioning of easily accepted dogma, for as the latter author points
out, "nothing appears more productive than ignorance itself." Irvine H.
Page writes on the always pertinent but seldom discussed topic of principal
authorship of scientific papers. He concludes that "authorship should con-
fer on the author a high degree of responsibility, [and that this] is the key
to the problem of who should be authors." In summing up a philosophy of
a life spent in biologic research, Albert Szent-Gy6rgyi writes:
"So the only real reward we get for our work is the enjoyment ofthe game
itself, the fun of doing it, and the mental satisfactions one may find in the
single small steps of progress on the way."
Unfortunately the publishers of the volume have not done as well, par-
ticularly in proofreading. A paperback or less expensive edition of this book
would give it the wider appeal which it deserves. Any person interested in
science and biologic research, from any aspect, will find here valuable and
entertaining reading.
BRUCE A. REITZ
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